STATE OF KANSAS

COMMISSION ON JUDICIAL QUALIFICATIONS

1995 ANNUAL REPORT
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COMMISSION ON JUDICIAL QUALIFICATIONS
January 1, 1995 - December 31, 1995

TOTAL NUMBER OF INQUIRIES 302
RULES AND COMPLAINT FORMS MAILED 194
NUMBER OF COMPLAINTS RECEIVED 133
NUMBER OF COMPLAINTS DOCKETED 40

DOCKETED COMPLAINTS PENDING ON JANUARY 1, 1995 17
DISPOSITION OF DOCKETED COMPLAINTS

Dismissed. Complainant did not 5
provide corroborating evidence.

Dismissed after investigation 27
Dismissed in part, cautioned in part 3
Letter of admonishment 5
Cease and Desist Order issued 1
Public Cease and Desist Order issued 3
Complaint dismissed in view of judge's 1
resignation

Formal Proceedings commenced 1
Pending on December 31, 1995 11

7

s

POSITION OF JUDGE AGAINST WHOM COMPLAINT WAS FILED

District Judge 32
District Judge, Retired 3
District Magistrate 3 (non-law trained)
Municipal Judge 6 (3 are law trained)
Judge Pro Tem 2 (law trained)
Hearing Officer 1 (law trained)

47*

* In several instances, more than one complaint was filed against the same judge.
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EXAMPLES OF CONDUCT FOUND TO BE PROPER
OR OUTSIDE THE COMMISSION'S JURISDICTION

No violation was found in a complaint that, prior to the proceec 1gs, the judge
announced he had a previously scheduled two-week medical malpractice suit which
would necessitate finishing the current case in two days.

A conflict of interest was alleged against an administrative law judge who was also
serving as a part-time municipal judge. The Commission on Judicial Qualifications
does not have jurisdiction over administrative law judges, who ‘e part of the
executive branch of government.

A lack of dignity and courtesy was alleged when a small claims judge questioned the
plaintiff regarding a note scribbled on an envelope in the file which did not pertain
to the case. The Commission found no violation.

No violation was found when a judge proceeded with the hearing in the absence of
the litigant, who asked to be excused briefly.

No violation was found when a judge closed an estate withot directing an
accounting of the assets to the heirs. This is an appealable issue.

22
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APPENDICES

25
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Appendix C

Commission on Judicial Qualifications

Statistical Summaries 1991-1995

Total Number of Inquiries

Rules and Complaint Forms
Mailed

Number of Complaints Received

Number of Complaints Docketed

Docketed Complaints Pending at

beginning of year

Disposition of Docketed Complaints

Dismissed, no violation found

Dismissed after investigation

Dismissed after investigation
with caution

Letter of admonishment issued

Cease and Desist issued

Public Cease and Desist issued

Notice of Formal Proceedings
filed

Judge resigned

Dismissed for lack of information

Referred to Office of Judicial
Administration

Complaints Pending year end

Type of Judge Complained Against

District Judge

District Magistrate Judge
Municipal Judge

Judge Pro Tempore
Hearing Officer

1991 1992 1993
186 279 301
122 181 171
107 82 111
21 14 40
5 4 4

0 0 1
11 04 16
3 1 1
6 4 6
2 2 4
0 0 1
0 2 1
0 0 0
0 1 3
0 0 1
4 4 10
21 10 25
0 3 4

3 3 3
2 1 3
0 0 0

1994 1995
311 302
137 194
113 133

42 40
10 17
1 0
23 27
3 3
3 5
1 1
0 3
0 1
1 1
1 5
0 0
17 11
29 35
4 3
7 6
2 2
0 1

32
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Appendix D

Sample Complaint Form

Kansas Commission on Judicial Qualifications

Room 374, Kansas Judicial Center 301 West Tenth Street Topeka, KS 66612 913-296-3229

Complaint against a jugie_J

Person making the complaint
Address
Clty, State, Zip Code Phone number
| would like to file a complaint against:
Name of Judge:
Type of Judge (if known) County or City

Details and specnfics of complamt: Please state all specific facts and circumstances which you belleve
constitute judicial misconduct or disabiiity. include any detalis, names, dates, places, addressaes, and teiephone numbers
which will assist the commission in its evaluation and Investigation of this complaint. Also include any documents, letters
or other materials refated to the complaint. identlfy the names and addresses of any witnesses. Keep a copy of everything
you submit for your records.

AALLIBUIUT VI IS VT DT

) ! IR e N ]
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The Kansas Commission on Judiclal Qualifications . Complaint against a judge _— Page 2

(If additional space is required, use additional pages as needed and attach them to this page.)

1 certify that the allegations and statements of fact set forth above are true and correct to the best of my
knowiedge, information and belief.

Date Complainant’s Signature

o e ——————————————
34
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Appendix E

COMMISSION PROCEDURES
RECEIPT OF COMPLAINT THROUGH FORMAL PROCEEDINGS

Complaint Received or Referred; I
Commission’s Own Motion

l

l&ommission Review |
Not Docketed
Response to Complainant Docketed
| 1 - 1
Assign to Subcommittee Assign Examiner Ask Judge for
— to Investigate Further Information
|[Commission Votesl
1 )| 1 l
o Dismiss| |To Issue To Issue Admonition, To Issue
Caution Letter Cease and Desist
i
CONFIDENTIAL Judge Accepts Judge Rejects
e SR U J U SO
| | -
Public Disclosure| | Commission Institutes| | To Institute
PUBLIC If the Order So Formal Proceedings Formal Proceedings
Specifies
| Formal Hearing Before Commissior -
I l
|Charges Not Proved | Charges Proved
Dismiss |
I i
Admonishment| |Issue an Order of Recommendation to Supreme Court:

by Commission

Cease and Desist

Discipline or Compulsory Retirement

(See Appendix F)
No recommendation
to Supreme Court
Dismiss
——_— I — ———————————————— ]



gettlerm
Rectangle

gettlerm
Rectangle


PROCEEDINGS BEFORE THE SUPREME COURT

REVIEW OF COMMISSION FINDINGS, CONCLUSIONS, AND RECOMMENDATIONS

Commission Recommends Discipline
(public censure, suspension, removal
om office} or Compulsory Retirement

Respondent files statement that
no exceptions will be taken

Case Submitted
on Merits

to Supreme Court

Court Rejects, Modifies, or
Accepts Recommendations and

Respondent Files Exceptions

|

Clerk Orders Transcript

[

Respondent Files Brief

Commission Files Brief

Orders Discipline |
Case Heard on Merits
by Supreme Court
Proceedings Referred back Recommendations Disciplineor '
Dismisse to Commission Rejected gt;(xin[;le.l(llsory Retirement
e
— e
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