STATE OF KANSAS

COMMISSION ON JUDICIAL QUALIFICATIONS
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COMMISSION MEMBERS

(Seated 1. to r.) Mikel L. Stout, Carol Sader, Judge Kathryn Carter, Ray Call

(Standing 1. to r.) Robert A. Creighton, Judge Theodore B. Ice, David J. Waxse,
Judge James W. Paddock, Chief Judge J. Patrick Brazil
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EXAMPLES OF CONDUCT FOUND TO BE PROPER
OR OUTSIDE THE COMMISSION'S JURISDICTION

No ethical violation was found when a judge heard a case involving one of his tenants. The
judge advised the parties that the defendant was a tenant and offered to recuse.

No ethical violation was found regarding judges smoking in chambers because the
Commission had no evidence that smoking in chambers is a violation of the controlling
county resolution.

No ethical violation was found in a case with a year’s delay because the judge was
informally advised that there were no justiciable issues and the matter would be settled.
Additionally, bankruptcy proceedings had commenced and the automatic stay precluded
hearing during the pendency of those proceedings.

No ethical violation was found in a complaint in which parties, at the request of counsel,
traveled a great distance to sign papers in an estate matter only to find that the judge was
not available. No formal hearing had been requested or scheduled nor had the judge’s
appearance been requested.

No ethical violation was found when a complainant alleged partiality in a domestic action
by a judge who belonged to Alcoholics Anonymous, as did the ex-wife of the complainant.

No ethical violation was found when the judge refused to recuse in a case in which the
judge asked the defendant if he would like the judge to recuse and the defendant replied
in the affirmative.

No ethical violation was found in a matter involving a campaign fundraising letter entitled
“Friends of Judge X,” listing names of contributors and amounts contributed, because the
judge was unaware of the letter and did not authorize its use.
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APPENDICES
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Appendix B

Five-Year Summary of Complaints Received and Docketed

COMPLAINTS RECEIVED
1994 1995 1996 1997 1998
150
125
100 |
75
50
25
113 133 129 123 123
COMPLAINTS DOCKETED
1994 1995 1996 1997 1998
£
40
30|
20 |-
10 |-
0
42 40 37 36 26
— e
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Appendix D

Sample Complaint Form

Kansas Commission on Judicial Qualifications

Room 374, Kansas Judicial Center 301 SW Tenth Avenue Topeka, KS 66612 785-296-3229

Complaint against a judge

Person making the complaint

Address

City, State, Zip Code Phone number

| would like to file a complaint against:

Name of Judge:

Type of Judge (if known) County or City

Details and specifics of complaint: Please state all specific facts and circumstances which you
believe constitute judicial misconduct or disability. Include any details, names, dates, places,
addresses, and telephone numbers which will assist the Commission in its evaluation and
investigation of this complaint. Identify the names and addresses of any witnesses. If there are
documents, letters, or any other materials directly related to the complaint, please include
them. Do not include documents which do not directly support or relate to the complaint, for
example, documents only generally related to the litigation. Keep a copy of everything you
submit for your records.

Conunue on next page

e e r————————————————————————————— e T s maaa
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REVIEW OF COMMISSION FINDINGS, CONCLUSIONS, AND RECOMMENDATIONS

Appendix F

PROCEEDINGS BEFORE THE SUPREME COURT

Commission Recommends Discipline
(public censure, suspension, retpoval
om office) or Compulsory Retirement

Respondent files statement that
no exceptions will be taken

Case Submitted
on Merits

to Supreme Court

Court Rejects, Modifies, or
Accepts Recommendations and
Orders Discipline

Respondent Files Exceptions

Clerk Orders Transcript B

Respondent Files Brief

Commission Files Brief

|

Case Heard on Merits

by Supreme Court
. . Discipline or ‘
Proceedings Referred back Recommendations p .
Dismisse to Commission Rejected ggcr;;g:ésory Retirement
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