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Facts: This request comes from a district judge in a judicial district in which the judges are

elected on a partisan basis. The judge making the request is in the middle of a term
and is not up for election this year.

Questions: 1. May the requesting judge attend a political reception for a fellow judge who is up
for election this year?

2. May the judge contribute money to the fellow judge's campaign committee?

Discussion:  The requesting judge was elected in a partisan election. One holding elective office
must be politically active not only in the few weeks before an election, but throughout
the term. The statute says,

"A judge...subject to public election may ... at any time ...
attend political gatherings ... and ... contribute to a political
organization." Canon 5 C(1)(a) 1997 Kan. Ct. R. Annot. 445-6.

The fellow judge's reception is a "political gathering," to which judges subject to
public election may attend. A "political organization" is "a ... group, the principal
purpose of which is to further the election ... of candidates to political office." 1997
Kan. Ct. R. Annot. 426

The judge's campaign committee is a political organization within that definition.

Answer: We answer both questions in the affirmative.
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